have people flying in to visit pretty much every
weekend from places like California, Washington D.C.
and Memphis. They tell me, we have been watching
you and we just had to come.’’ -Tony Smith

beginnings of a church that would
one day impact lives all over the
world. Smith says, “The mission for
TWOGC is enlightening people and

teaching them the truth and

elevating people to a higher
standard of living and
leading them to really
look in the Word and
. know the difference
between their traditions
and biblical teachings.”
Being in the Atlanta
area there are
many large
churches.
With some
mega

churches near TWOGC boasting
over 20,000 members, it would
seem odd that this relatively
small congregation of
approximately 145 members
would have visitors fly in from all
over the nation to join them for
services. Not only do they visit,
but a significant number of
Smith's parishioners have
relocated from other countries as
a result of wanting to be a part of
what they believe is a unique
church. Members have come
from as far away as Japan,
Chile, Amsterdam and Qatar.
TWOGC receive letters of
support and financial
contributions from viewers in
different areas. Smith recalls a
time when supporters drove from
Louisiana to give him a check for
over fourteen thousand dollars.
TWOGC has used a portion of
their financial resources to
purchase a home for fellow
church members who have
encountered economic hardships
that need a temporary residence.
So just why do
individuals journey from
thousands of miles away to join
TWOGC? It is apparent that the
very reasons some despise
Smith and his church, others feel
drawn. While viewing Smith's
online sermons on YouTube and
TWOGC's web site, you quickly
realize that he pulls no punches




and distances himself from political
correctness. Smith does not shy
away from brazenly identifying his
discontent with other clergy
members with easily recognizable
names. When asked to name the
three preachers that he believes is
leading the forefront in causing
spiritual damage in the church he
quickly answered, “Oh that's easy,
Eddie Long, T.D. Jakes and Creflo
Dollar.” Smith says he feels this
way because of the things these
men teach church members and
the lifestyles that they live. This type
of hard hitting (as some call it) is a
breath of fresh air for those who
believe many present day pulpits
and churches are inundated with
political correctness.

Just as some feel
drawn to TWOGC, there are those
who on the contrary are appalled by
Smith's teachings and doctrinal
beliefs. Smith has received many
threats since he began to broadcast
his sermons. The YouTube videos
posted by TWOGC members have
collectively received over one
million hits. The more popular titles
include Smith's appearance on The
Lexi Show, his quarrels with pastors
like Jamal Bryant and Gino
Jennings, his harsh rebuke of
Pastor James Manning of Harlem
and his candid commentary on the
Eddie Long scandal. Smith believes
that his dialogue concerning the
Eddie Long scandal is the reason
why he was taken off of the local
television station he was
broadcasting on up until a few
months ago. Listed on TWOGC's
web site
(www.TheWayofGodChurch.com) is
a list of their doctrinal beliefs. The

extensive list has lead to Smith's
critics claiming that he is legalistic.
For example, the list of rules that
female church members must
adhere to includes wearing no
braided hair or jewelry, not wearing
make-up, no dying of the hair, no
wearing pants and more. Women
at TWOGC must also wear a
covering on their head during
prayer and worship. Each rule on
the list is followed by a
corresponding scripture.
Regardless of one’s personal
opinion of Pastor Tony Smith and
TWOGC, it is clear that their
influence extend beyond a local
audience and that an International
audience has varying opinions of
Atlanta’s Most Outspoken Pastor.

How do you feel about Pastor Tony
Smith and The Way of God Church? Let
us know at www.UniSonMagazine.net
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